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Chairperson
Lawrence O'Hana is MD Mayfair Art Partners. He has over 30 years senior management and Board
experience in finance and the arts. He was previously VP Philanthropy and Culture at Lehman Brothers
managing the bank's corporate charitable foundation LBFE and a senior partner at a global management
consultancy based in Dublin undertaking economic development and privatisation work for the World
Bank, EU and Governments around the globe. He is a Trustee of Fluxus Art Projects a charity supporting
emerging artists and a Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres.
Paula Cogan is CEO of Cognate Health, a leading nationwide occupational health provider. She has a
long and distinguished career in business, most recently as a senior executive in the Doyle Hotel Group
where she held the role of Director of Sales and Marketing for their Irish and international chain of hotels.
She is currently President of Cork Chamber of Commerce as well as serving on a number of other advisory
boards. She holds a BA and MA from University College Cork and completed a Diploma in International
Sales and Marketing with Cornell University.
Dr. Brian Fay is an artist and educator. His work is in the National Drawing Collection, and the collections
of The Crawford Art Gallery, Dublin Institute of Technology, Office of Public Works and private
collections. He lectures in Fine Art at the Dublin Institute of Technology. He recently completed a practice
led PhD at the University of Northumbria on Drawing, Temporality and the Museum. He is the winner of
the 2014 Derwent International Drawing Prize.
Prof. Caroline Fennell is Professor of Law at UCC where she was previously Senior Vice President Academic
and Registrar, Head of College of Arts, Celtic Studies and Social Sciences and Dean and Head of Law. She
has a strong commitment to interdisciplinary research and teaching and was a founder member of the
Board of Women's Studies and MA in Women's Studies in UCC, and also a founder member and coDirector of the Centre for Criminal Justice and Human Rights, UCC (2006-8). She was Chair of Irish
Research Council for Humanities & Social Sciences from 2009-2012. She was appointed by the Minister
to the newly established merged Irish Research Council in 2012.
Nora Geary is Corporate Secretary at University College Cork. Prior to her current role, she worked for
many years in the health service in clinical, managerial and leadership positions. She is currently on the
Board of Directors of Cork Deaf Enterprises.
Richard Martin is Managing Partner of Ronan Daly Jermyn (RDJ), where he is responsible for the
management and strategic growth of the company Prior to becoming Managing Partner, Richard served
as Head of RDJ’s Litigation and Dispute Resolution Department for 10 years. Richard serves as a member
of the Board of Directors of the Cork Chamber of Commerce, Cork University Hospital Charity, is Chair of
the Barryscourt Trust, a member of the Board of Management of one of Cork’s largest primary schools
and he is a Trustee of Cork Cricket Club.
Professor John O’Halloran is the 16th President of University College Cork. He is a founding member and
current Director of UCC's Quercus Talented Students'Programme, and the Chair of the Green Campus
Forum at UCC which has received many awards in recognition of its efforts to promote the Green Agenda
at UCC, including the first green flag ever awarded to a university. John was previously Deputy President
and Registrar, and prior to that Vice-President for Teaching and Learning and Head of School of
Biological, Earth & Environmental Sciences at UCC, where he still holds the Chair in Zoology.
Tarka Russell is Director of Timothy Taylor gallery. Based between London & New York, she works closely
with gallery artists, collectors, museums and galleries internationally. Previously, she worked at Pace
Gallery London where she worked on three shows with The Tate (Agnes Martin, Alexander Calder &
Robert Rauschenburg) and curated exhibitions at the Burlington Gardens venue.
Dr. Nicholas Fox Weber is a writer, curator and the Executive Director of the Josef and Anni Albers
Foundation. He is the author of fourteen books, and has written extensively about art and literature as
well as curating many notable exhibitions at major museums worldwide. He is the founding Director of
the American Friends of Le Korsa, a non-profit organisation that assists with medical care and education
in Senegal. He is a Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres and an honorary doctor of University
College Cork.

