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About  
the Artist.

Deirdre Breen is a printmaker and designer who makes screen 
prints characterized by flat abstract motifs and geometric 
compositions. Her work explores the interplay between solid  
and space through studies in colour and form. Deirdre is 
interested in the possibilities and limitations of relational 
elements, and the infinite variations unturned. Experimental 
and methodical, her work celebrates abstraction, gradation 
and symmetry. Deirdre takes inspiration from curious objects 
and environments. Rigid grid structures and a reductive toolkit 
inform her organised designs. Created using multiple layers 
of graphic elements, she creates tension, rhythm and contrast 
through shape interaction and colour combinations. 
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Post Primary

“ My practice explores the 
boundary between art and 
design, and compositional 
principles common to both. 
I investigate form, colour 
theory and geometry,  
and manipulate these  
themes to create a series  
of abstracted, playful 
structures and expressions  
of relational elements.” 

Deirdre Breen
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Deirdre Breen
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“ My work is informed by a systematic 
ideation process driven by self-imposed 
limitations. I employ a rigid grid structure 
and a reductive toolkit, observing the 
interrelationships of shapes through 
exercises in repetition, gradation, contrast 
and radiation.”
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Pictures  
of artwork.

Photographs taken at the Glucksman art museum, UCC during the exhibition

Moving Spaces: Learning through the UCC art collection, 2019  
 
http://www.glucksman.org/exhibitions/moving-spaces
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Artwork
info.

Post Primary

Barrio, 2017

6 colour screenprint on Munken Polar Rough 
470mm x 640mm
Edition of 30 
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About  
the artwork.

Barrio takes inspiration from urban landscapes exploring the 
shapes and contrasts made by light and colour. Inspired by 
buildings and spaces, Barrio uses perspective and bold geometric 
blocks of colour to depict architectural urban scenes. Light and 
shadows cast from architectural features are explored through 
colour and graphic motifs.

Digital Toolkit: Deirdre Breen
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Post Primary

Pedagogy.

Materials

A3 white paper 
Pencils 
Rulers 
PVA glue 
Coloured paper/card 
Old magazines or newspaper 
Glue sticks 
Watercolours 
Paintbrushes 
Coloured pencils

Overview 

Deirdre Breen is an Irish printmaker and designer who works 
with geometric shapes and abstract motifs. Breen explores 
limited colour palettes and graphic shapes to create the essence 
of a space or place.  In Barrio, the urban scene is represented 
through geometric shapes and light and shadow explored 
through colour relationships.

In the early stages of the project, participants will be encouraged 
to look at architecture in their local area, to familiarize 
themselves with significant buildings both modern and historical. 
They will research stories about these buildings and will retell 
them through illustrations. The participants are introduced to 
ways that architecture can impact on well-being. Along the  
way researching, writing, collecting and creating.

The project moves through three stages of 1. Focus on local 
architecture; 2. Understanding our relationship to architecture; 
and 3. Designing buildings together.

Links to curriculum (Junior Cycle Post Primary)

English. 
Elements – Communicating as a listener, speaker, reader, writer; 
Exploring and using language.

Geography. 
Elements – Geographical skills: Reading and interpretation skills  
and applied skills; Sustainability.  

Visual Arts. 
Elements – Critical and visual language; drawing; Visual culture  
and appreciation; Art elements and design principles. 

Science. 
Elements - Systems and interactions; Sustainability

History. 
Elements – Exploring people, culture and ideas;  
Recognising key change.

Digital Toolkit: Deirdre Breen
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1. Where in the world? Writing exercise

Deirdre Breen’s Barrio portrays the mood of an urban scene, a 
scene which she encountered on a daily basis and which shifted as 
the sun moved across the sky. Presented in simplistic shapes, the 
buildings could be anywhere in the world. Using the geometric 
shapes and colours as our only reference, write a short imaginative 
text that describes the scene. What are the functions of these 
buildings, where in the world are they? Who uses the buildings 
and what is their experience of the architecture?

2. Architecture and environment. Creative exercise

This activity invites students to create a map of their local area, 
identifying prominent natural features such as woodlands, rivers, 
mountains, coastline etc. Using an A3 sheet of paper, students 
can sketch out a rough outline of their area. Using drawing and 
collage techniques they can begin to populate the map. Highlight 
a number of different types of buildings and add them to the map.

Students should discuss their maps in groups. How do the natural 
features change the way buildings are designed? Are there 
changes in the materials that are used? What risks do certain 
natural features present to buildings? And what risks do buildings 
present to the environment?

THREE CLASSROOM EXERCISES 

Worksheet.

Post Primary
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Project.
Focus on local architecture 

Discussion 

This class discussion invites students to share their knowledge of 
buildings in their local area. Which buildings stand out and for 
what reason? Do we know what era the buildings are from, what 
style of architecture and what function they serve? How does the 
architecture of an area shape the way people interact with it? Do 
we have examples of significant buildings that have influenced the 
way an area is perceived or used?

Research and writing 

Identify one building in your local area. Research the architectural 
style. What is the buildings function? Has this changed over time? 
When was it built? How do we view the style now from when it 
was built? Has the building been modified over time? Are there 
any unique stories/folklore that are associated with the building?

Drawing exercise

Taking the building we have written about we will now create a 
series of architectural drawings that capture the main features 
of the building. Students should complete three drawings - front 
elevation, floor plan and side elevation. Using A3 sheets of white 
paper and pencil, students can decide to create detailed, precise 
drawings or imaginative interpretations. 

Post Primary

THREE STAGES: 
STAGE 1.

Digital Toolkit: Deirdre Breen
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Project.

Post Primary

Understanding our relationship to architecture

Research

Deirdre Breen’s Barrio explores how light influences the way we 
experience a building. 

Can we find buildings globally that have innovative designs which 
utilize light and as a significant feature. Students will share their 
findings with the class.

Writing

Describe the scene that enfolds from Deirdre’s Barrio artwork. 
Write a short text that interprets the artwork. Deirdre Breen has 
removed all the details from the scene encouraging us to imagine 
the space and buildings, what impact does this have? What is the 
overall mood of the work? How do the colours and shapes suggest 
this mood? Where in the world would you place this urban scene? 

Creative exercise

Take one of your architectural drawings and begin to  
manipulate it using colour, text and cutouts. Think of a time  
of day, your own experiences with the building and significant 
facts or information you’ve learnt about it. Stick down images  
or words from old magazines or newspapers. Add colour 
by sticking down coloured paper or use coloured pencils, 
watercolours or other materials at hand.

THREE STAGES: 
STAGE 2.

Digital Toolkit: Deirdre Breen
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Project.

Post Primary

Architecture and wellbeing

Discussion 

We spend 80-90% of our time indoors and most of this time 
is spent in a small number of buildings – our home, school or 
work. Spending this much time in buildings means that inevitably 
the architecture of the spaces has an impact on our mood and 
wellbeing and research supports this. Discuss the architecture of 
your school. What are the features that work and what doesn’t? 
Identify the spaces that are more stimulating, relaxing and 
daunting – what is the reason for this.

Research 

Research has indicated that greater exposure to light within 
buildings can impact the mood and physical wellbeing of the 
occupants. Students should find examples of architecture that 
supports positive well-being using light and other materials. What 
other materials, design features have proven to be conducive to a 
healthy lifestyle. Students will share their findings in class.

Creative exercise

Students should work in groups to create designs for buildings 
based on all the information they have researched and learnt.  
The building can have any function but its design should be 
focused on ensuring a positive impact on the occupants. Think 
about the significant features, materials and spaces that will allow 
people who use the building to carry out healthy and happy lives. 

Identify the location of the building and how your design might 
impact the surrounding environment, perhaps think of your local 
area as the site for your building. 

Working together students will create imaginative architectural 
drawings of the building. Combine mediums like drawing, collage, 
photography, painting to showcase the architectural features but 
also the atmosphere that the building pervades. 

Use Deirdre Breen’s Barrio as inspiration for your designs,  
think about the shapes and colours of her work and what  
they represent. 

THREE STAGES: 
STAGE 3.
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Discover 
more.

Post Primary

ARTISTS 

Deirdre Breen 
https://www.deirdre-breen.com/

Eamon O’Kane  
http://www.eamonokane.com/home.html

Blaise Drummond 
https://imma.ie/artists/blaise-drummond/

ARCHITECTURE 

Irish Architecture Foundation 
https://architecturefoundation.ie/project/naisi/

Royal Institute of Architects in Ireland 
https://www.riai.ie/

UCL Institute for Education 
https://libguides.ioe.ac.uk/c.php?g=482223&p=3298053

PROJECTS 

Classroom Museum in Glandore NS 
http://www.glucksman.org/projects/the-classroom-museum
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