
Freedom  
of the City   

 
 

COLOURFUL CITY workshop 
 
Join artist Fiona Kelly to explore construction techniques in this creative session that looks at the 
sights, sounds and colours of Cork city. This tutorial encourages children to reimagine their city as a 
fun, interactive space that considers every living thing. Children will learn various cardboard 
construction techniques and will use old egg boxes to create modelling clay as they design an 
exciting cityscape. These scenes will be transformed as children introduce the colours that make a city 
more playful! 
 
Artist: FIONA KELLY 
 
Suggested ages: 6-10 years 
 
Questions to consider: 
What colours would you like to see in the city? (and smells, and sounds?) 
What things would you like on the street/green/terrace that would make it more fun?  
How could our city be more playful? 
 
What you’ll need: 2 egg boxes per student; card and cardboard; pencil; pen; table salt; PVA glue; 2 
plastic containers; scissors; masking tape; table spoon; tea towel; newspapers; paintbrushes; poster 
paints; paint trays  
 
Steps: Follow the video tutorial and our step by step guide. These activities are best delivered over a 
series of classes. Think of each step as the start of a new lesson.  
 
Step 1 – Designing your city 
Sketch out ideas and designs just like Fiona Kelly. Consider the questions above and focus on an area 
you know – your neighbourhood, your street. Will your scene have people and animals? What are 
they doing? How can your area be more green/environmentally friendly? Think about what colours 
that would make your city more playful. 
 
Step 2 – Cardboard construction 
Decide what parts of your scene you want to make from cardboard – trees, buildings, vehicles? Follow 
Fiona’s tutorial to explore how you can turn 2-d drawings into 3-d sculptures. You’ll need a pencil, 
card/cardboard and scissors. (the lighter the card the easier to cut out, cereal boxes are good to use) 
 
Step 3 – Paper mache clay 
Students should collect 2 egg boxes in advance of this activity. Making the clay will require two 
classes as the mixture will need to rest overnight. Consider making batches of clay between a few 
students to cut down on the need for lots of containers, tea towels etc. Follow Fiona’s instructions 
and feel free to add other recyclable materials (like teabags) into your creations.  
 
Step 4 – Painting 
You’ll just need the primary colours and white to learn some basic colour mixing from Fiona. Allow 
time for the creations to dry! 
 
Contact education@glucksman.org for more information, tips and support 
www.glucksman.org/projects/freedomofthecity 

A creative consultation with young people 
for the Cork City Development Plan 
 


