
Freedom  
of the City   

 
 

CHANGEMAKERS workshop 
 
In this workshop we are looking at what changes we can make to ensure our city is a safe, welcoming 
and playful space for current and future generations. Join artist Shane O’Driscoll as we design a poster 
that identifies one significant change you’d make to life in Cork city. In this workshop students will 
explore graphic design including layout, colour, imagery and typography as they create their own 
individual posters. 
 
Artist: SHANE O’DRISCOLL 
 
Suggested ages: 14-18 years 
 
Questions to consider:  
What do you think are the biggest problems for young people living in Cork; what stops you from 
being happy in the city when you go outside? 
Where do you see a possibility for change / improvements in Cork City or your local area?  
How could our city be more playful?  
How could our city be healthier? 
How can humans help nature in the city? 
How do you currently travel around the city, town, or your local area?  
 
What you’ll need: Pencil; eraser; paper; markers; old newspapers + magazines; scissors; glue; 
coloured paper; ruler; colouring pencils; paintbrushes + paints (optional) 
 
Steps: Follow the video tutorial and our step by step guide. These activities can be delivered over a 
series of classes and you can think of each step as the start of a new lesson.  
 
Step 1 – Typography 
Students can explore how different fonts can help enhance a message. Search old magazines to find 
different styles and see which ones suit your theme the best. Experimentation is key, try creating your 
own fonts using different materials. 
 
Step 2 – Colour 
Colour is a key component in delivering your message and the mood of that message. Is your poster 
celebrating or criticising, is it yearning for the past or looking to the future? The colours used will help 
viewers understand what your trying to communicate.  
 
Step 3 – Images 
The image or images you use will greatly affect the way viewers understand the poster. Use old 
magazines and newspapers to find relevant images, create an archive. But also consider drawing or 
photographing your own images.  
 
Step 4 – Collage 
Bring all the elements together to create your poster. Plan out the way images and text are arranged 
before sticking anything in place.  
 
Contact education@glucksman.org for more information, tips and support 
 
www.glucksman.org/projects/freedomofthecity 

A creative consultation with young people 
for the Cork City Development Plan 
 


