
Freedom  
of the City   

 
 

CITYSCAPES workshop 
 
Cork city’s buildings were designed and constructed over a number of centuries and give an insight 
into the city’s history. We’ll be exploring some of these buildings and inviting children to create 
drawings that celebrate the city’s architecture while identifying the places and spaces that are most 
important to our young citizens. Join artist Ciara Rodgers as she guides children through drawing 
techniques that will allow you to describe and design fun, scary, and exciting buildings in the city. 
 
Artist: CIARA RODGERS 
 
Suggested ages: 8-12 years 
 
Questions to consider: 
Describe the most fun place in Cork City.  
Describe the most beautiful place in Cork City. 
These questions could expand to add; describe the most scary, most exciting, or most boring. 
 
What you’ll need: Ruler; markers; pencil; pastels; charcoal; colouring pencils; paper 
 
Steps: Follow the video tutorial and our step by step guide. These activities can be delivered over a 
series of classes. Think of each step as the start of a new lesson.  
 
Step 1 – Perspective drawing 
You’ll need some A4 paper, ruler, pencil and coloured pencils to begin this exercise. Follow the 
tutorial as Ciara introduces the basics of perspective drawing. Students can begin to consider what 
types of buildings would make for an exciting, fun street to live on.  
 
Step 2 – Shading 
Charcoal is really useful for learning about shading but students can also use pencil for this exercise. 
The heavier/darker the pencil the easier to understand the different tones. The average pencil is HB - 
any pencil with a high B number is darker and with a H number is lighter. As students are learning 
different techniques they can continue to research buildings in their area and begin to formulate their 
own designs. 
 
Step 3 – Still life 
Students can collect various objects that will encourage them to imagine different shaped 
structures/buildings. By gathering together a random selection of objects, students can begin to 
create an exciting skyline or street scene. This exercise can be done individually or in a group.  
 
 
Contact education@glucksman.org for more information, tips and support 
 
www.glucksman.org/projects/freedomofthecity 

A creative consultation with young people 
for the Cork City Development Plan 
 


